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It is most impractical as it comes off so easily/'
said Mr. Nakai, as he explained that it was intro-
duced from Qiina and is made from the juice of a
grass called benigusa. At this juncture he opened
a small black lacquer box containing an iridescent
green substance which, he said, was beni.

"Bent is green when it is dry unless it is in
contact with bodily warmth. It is still like.d be-
cause of the unique dark blue-red colour it produ-

ces."

Bern is used both as rouge and lipstick.
Inasmuch as the classical ideal of beauty seems to
be that of a passive doll, small mouths are in order,
so a girl seldom covers her whole mouth with
bent. The lower lip is accented and the upper one
is often left unpainted. Rouge on the cheeks
is a foreign idea which came into use at the begin-
ning of the Taisho era. But rouge on the eyelids,
ear lobes, and back of the neck are native cus-
toms* Some fastidious geisha still mi* a little bent
in their white powder and paint three slim points
like swallow's wings on the back of their necks to
Exaggerate the hairline. This and the custom
of rouging the eyelids and ear lobes and of putting
ted dots in the comers of the eyes, are traceable
to the influence of the Kabuki. It was only natural,
being entertainers, that they should have adopted